ESI-MS
High-resolution MS was carried out with ESI-LC/MS in positive mode with a resolution of 30.000. ESI-MS measurements for detection of intermediates from the catalytic process were carried out in positive mode employing a Bruker Daltonics Esquire 3000 plus. The flow rate was adjusted at 9µl/min and HPLC grade methanol was used as eluent. Samples were prepared as follows: 0.02 mmol of compound 8, were dissolved in a 0.1 M solution of alkali-metal hydroxide in methanol, 0.2 ml. The solution was evaporated and the residue was dissolved in 0.5 ml absolute THF. 0.14 mmol cyclohexenon was added subsequently and the solution was stirred for 10 min at room temperature prior to measurements. 
X-ray crystallography
Compound 5 was crystallized from methanol. The colourless crystals were used for X-ray crystallography subsequently. 
